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1
METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR IDENTIFYING
VEHICLE COLLISIONS USING SENSOR
DATA

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present disclosure generally relates to identifying
vehicle collisions and, more particularly identifying vehicle
collisions in near real-time by analyzing sensor data from a
portable computing device and comparing the sensor data to
statistical models indicative of vehicle collisions.

BACKGROUND

Today, vehicle collisions may be identified by drivers,
passengers, and witnesses who see or are involved in the
collision. However, such collisions may not be identified and
reported in real-time, because the drivers, passengers, and
witnesses involved in the collision may be incapacitated or
unwilling to report the collision. Moreover, an assessment of
a vehicle collision may be performed after the collision
occurs, and may be based on vehicle damage reports and/or
police reports.

SUMMARY

To automatically identify a vehicle collision in near
real-time, a collision identification system may obtain sensor
data at a portable computing device within a vehicle. For
example, the sensor data may include the position, speed,
acceleration, pressure, sound intensity and/or rotation of the
portable computing device. The sensor data may be analyzed
according to a statistical model which is indicative of a
vehicle collision. Based on the analysis, the collision iden-
tification system may determine whether a vehicle collision
has occurred.

In this manner, emergency notifications may be transmit-
ted in near real-time, so that emergency personnel may
respond as quickly as possible. Moreover, by identifying
vehicle collisions via a portable computing device, colli-
sions may be detected for any vehicle in an efficient manner
and a user may have a single device for detecting collisions
involving each of her vehicles. Also, sensor data may be
collected from several portable computing devices of the
driver and/or passengers in the vehicle. Advantageously,
vehicle collisions may be identified with increased accuracy
by comparing the sensor data collected at each of the
portable computing devices.

In an embodiment, a computer-implemented method for
automatically identifying vehicle collisions using sensor
data is provided. The method includes obtaining sensor data
from one or more sensors communicatively coupled to a
portable computing device, wherein a user of the portable
computing device is travelling in a vehicle. The method
further includes obtaining statistical data indicative of a
vehicle collision including one or more sensor data charac-
teristics which correspond to the vehicle collision, compar-
ing the obtained sensor data from the one or more sensors to
the statistical data indicative of the vehicle collision, and
determining that a collision has occurred involving the
vehicle based on the comparison.

In another embodiment, a portable computing device for
automatically identifying vehicle collisions using sensor
data is provided. The portable computing device includes
one or more processors, one or more sensors for receiving
sensor data including at least one of: acceleration data, speed
data, position data, or rotation data, and a non-transitory
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2

computer-readable memory coupled to the one or more
processors, and the one or more sensors and storing instruc-
tions thereon. When executed by the one or more processors,
the instructions cause the portable computing device to
obtain the sensor data from the one or more sensors, wherein
a user of the portable computing device is travelling in a
vehicle, obtain statistical data indicative of a vehicle colli-
sion including one or more sensor data characteristics which
correspond to the vehicle collision, compare the obtained
sensor data from the one or more sensors to the statistical
data indicative of the vehicle collision, and determine that a
collision has occurred involving the vehicle based on the
comparison.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The figures described below depict various aspects of the
system and methods disclosed therein. It should be under-
stood that each figure depicts an embodiment of a particular
aspect of the disclosed system and methods, and that each of
the figures is intended to accord with a possible embodiment
thereof. Further, wherever possible, the following descrip-
tion refers to the reference numerals included in the follow-
ing figures, in which features depicted in multiple figures are
designated with consistent reference numerals.

FIG. 1 illustrates an example vehicle in which the tech-
niques of the present disclosure can be used to identify
vehicle collisions;

FIG. 2A illustrates a block diagram of an exemplary
server device that can operate in the system of FIG. 1;

FIG. 2B illustrates a block diagram of an exemplary client
device that can operate in the system of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 illustrates a block diagram of an exemplary
embodiment of a training module;

FIG. 4 illustrates a block diagram of an exemplary
embodiment of a collision assessment module;

FIG. 5A illustrates an exemplary crash alert display in
accordance with the presently described embodiments;

FIG. 5B illustrates an exemplary crash verification dis-
play in accordance with the presently described embodi-
ments;

FIG. 5C illustrates an exemplary crash advice display of
a client application in accordance with the presently
described embodiments; and

FIG. 6 illustrates a flow diagram representing an exem-
plary method for identifying vehicle collisions in accordance
with the presently described embodiments.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Although the following text sets forth a detailed descrip-
tion of numerous different embodiments, it should be under-
stood that the legal scope of the description is defined by the
words of the claims set forth at the end of this patent and
equivalents. The detailed description is to be construed as
exemplary only and does not describe every possible
embodiment since describing every possible embodiment
would be impractical. Numerous alternative embodiments
could be implemented, using either current technology or
technology developed after the filing date of this patent,
which would still fall within the scope of the claims.

It should also be understood that, unless a term is
expressly defined in this patent using the sentence “As used
herein, the term ° is hereby defined to
mean . . . ” or a similar sentence, there is no intent to limit
the meaning of that term, either expressly or by implication,
beyond its plain or ordinary meaning, and such term should
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not be interpreted to be limited in scope based on any
statement made in any section of this patent (other than the
language of the claims). To the extent that any term recited
in the claims at the end of this patent is referred to in this
patent in a manner consistent with a single meaning, that is
done for sake of clarity only so as to not confuse the reader,
and it is not intended that such claim term be limited, by
implication or otherwise, to that single meaning. Finally,
unless a claim element is defined by reciting the word
“means” and a function without the recital of any structure,
it is not intended that the scope of any claim element be
interpreted based on the application of 35 U.S.C. §112, sixth
paragraph.

Accordingly, as used herein, the term “vehicle” may refer
to any of a number of motorized transportation devices. A
vehicle may be a car, truck, bus, train, boat, plane, motor-
cycle, snowmobile, other personal transport devices, etc. As
used herein, a “vehicle trip” means one use of a vehicle to
travel from a departure location to a destination location.
The departure and destination locations may be the same
location, such as where a user travels from a departure
location to a third point and then travels back to the
departure location in the vehicle. The departure and desti-
nation locations may alternatively be different locations,
such as where a user travels from a departure location to a
different destination location in the vehicle. A vehicle trip
may include one or more stops along the route of the vehicle
between the departure location and the destination location.

The term “real-time” as used herein, may be used to refer
to information delivered within a predetermined amount of
time after it is collected (e.g., seconds, minutes, hours, etc.).
For example, a vehicle collision which is identified within a
short period of time after the vehicle collision occurs may be
identified in “real-time.” The term “near real-time” as used
herein, may be used to refer to information delivered within
a predetermined amount of time after real-time. For
example, a vehicle collision may be detected in “near
real-time” when there is a processing delay between the time
the vehicle collision occurs and the time the vehicle collision
is detected (e.g., one minute, five minutes, twenty minutes,
an hour, etc.).

Generally speaking, techniques for identifying vehicle
collisions may be implemented in one or several portable
computing devices, one or several network servers or a
system that includes a combination of these devices. How-
ever, for clarity, the examples below focus primarily on an
embodiment in which a collision identification server gen-
erates and transmits statistical models to a user’s portable
computing device. The statistical models may be used to
identify real-time or at least near real-time vehicle collisions
based on sensor data from previous vehicle collisions.
Additionally, the portable computing device may obtain
sensor data from various sensors within the portable com-
puting device such as position data, speed data, acceleration
data, rotation data, pressure data, sound data, etc., and may
compare the obtained sensor data to the statistical models to
determine whether a collision has occurred. Moreover, the
portable computing device may transmit notifications to
emergency personnel and/or to selected contacts in the
user’s contact list upon identifying a vehicle collision.

Referring to FIG. 1, an example environment 1 in which
the techniques outlined above can be implemented includes
a portable computing device 10 and a vehicle 12 with a head
unit 14. The portable computing device 10 may include, by
way of example, various types of “mobile devices,” such as
a tablet computer, a cell phone, a personal digital assistant
(PDA), a smart-phone, a laptop computer, a desktop com-
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puter, a portable media player, a home phone, a pager, a
wearable computing device, smart glasses, smart watches or
bracelets, phablets, other smart devices, devices configured
for wired or wireless RF (Radio Frequency) communication,
etc. Additionally, any portable computing device appropri-
ately configured may interact with the collision identifica-
tion system.

Moreover, while the example environment 1 includes one
portable computing device 10, any number of portable
computing devices may be included in the example envi-
ronment 1 such that two or more portable computing devices
may communicate with each other and/or with a collision
identification server to accurately identify vehicle collisions.
For example, a first portable computing device, such as a
first passenger’s smart-phone may communicate with a
second portable computing device, such as a second pas-
senger’s smart phone to compare sensor data and/or to
determine whether a vehicle collision is identified at both
devices, one of the devices, or none of the devices. By
comparing sensor data and/or determining which of the
devices identifies a vehicle collision, the collision identifi-
cation system may be able to detect the occurrence of a false
positive or a false negative in one of the devices.

In any event, the portable computing device 10 may
communicate with the head unit 14 of the vehicle 12 (vehicle
head unit) via a communication link, which may be wired
(e.g., Universal Serial Bus (USB)) or wireless (e.g., Blu-
etooth, Wi-Fi Direct). The portable computing device 10
also can communicate with various content providers, serv-
ers, etc., via a wireless communication network such as a
fourth- or third-generation cellular network (4G or 3G,
respectively), a Wi-Fi network (802.11 standards), a
WiMAX network, a wide area network (WAN), a local area
network (LAN), etc.

In some instances, the portable computing device 10 may
communicate with the wireless communication network via
wireless signals and, in some instances, may communicate
with the wireless communication network via an intervening
wireless or wired device, which may be a wireless router, a
wireless repeater, a base transceiver station of a mobile
telephony provider, etc.

An example implementation of the portable computing
device 10 and a collision identification server 102 is dis-
cussed next with reference to FIG. 2A. The collision iden-
tification server 102 and the portable computing device 10
may be communicatively connected through a network 130,
as described below. According to embodiments, the collision
identification server 102 may be a combination of hardware
and software components, also as described in more detail
below.

The portable computing device 10 may interact with the
collision identification server 102 to receive web pages
and/or server data and may display the web pages and/or
server data via a client application and/or an Internet
browser (described below). For example, the collision iden-
tification server 102 may display an application screen of a
client application and/or a web page to a user, may receive
an input from the user, may receive sensor data from the
portable computing device 10, and/or may generate and
transmit statistical models indicative of vehicle collisions.

It will be appreciated that although only one collision
identification server 102 is depicted in FIG. 1, multiple
servers 102 may be provided for the purpose of distributing
server load, serving different web pages, etc. These multiple
servers 102 may include a web server, an entity-specific
server (e.g. an Apple® server, etc.), a server that is disposed
in a retail or proprietary network, etc.
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The collision identification server 102 may communicate
with the portable computing device 10 via the network 130.
The digital network 130 may be a proprietary network, a
secure public Internet, a virtual private network and/or some
other type of network, such as dedicated access lines, plain
ordinary telephone lines, satellite links, combinations of
these, etc. Where the digital network 130 comprises the
Internet, data communication may take place over the digital
network 130 via an Internet communication protocol.

The collision identification server 102 may include a
controller 224. The controller 224 may include a program
memory 226, a microcontroller or a microprocessor (MP)
228, a random-access memory (RAM) 230, and/or an input/
output (I/O) circuit 234, all of which may be interconnected
via an address/data bus 232. In some embodiments, the
controller 224 may also include, or otherwise be communi-
catively connected to, a database 239 or other data storage
mechanism (e.g., one or more hard disk drives, optical
storage drives, solid state storage devices, etc.). The data-
base 239 may include data such as sensor data from previous
vehicle collisions or other sensor data collected at a portable
computing device during a vehicle trip, web page templates
and/or web pages, and other data necessary to interact with
users through the network 130.

It should be appreciated that although FIG. 2A depicts
only one microprocessor 228, the controller 224 may
include multiple microprocessors 228. Similarly, the
memory of the controller 224 may include multiple RAMs
230 and/or multiple program memories 226. Although FIG.
2A depicts the I/O circuit 234 as a single block, the /O
circuit 234 may include a number of different types of 1/O
circuits. The controller 224 may implement the RAM(s) 230
and/or the program memories 226 as semiconductor memo-
ries, magnetically readable memories, and/or optically read-
able memories, for example.

As shown in FIG. 2A, the program memory 226 and/or
the RAM 230 may store various applications for execution
by the microprocessor 228. For example, a user-interface
application 236 may provide a user interface to the collision
identification server 102, which user interface may, for
example, allow the system administrator to configure,
troubleshoot, and/or test various aspects of the server’s
operation, such as the statistical models. A server application
238 may operate to generate and/or transmit statistical
models for identifying vehicle collisions to the portable
computing device 10. The server application 238 may be a
single module such as a training module as described in
more detail below in FIG. 3 or a plurality of modules 238A,
238B.

While the server application 238 is depicted in FIG. 2A as
including two modules, 238A and 238B, the server appli-
cation 238 may include any number of modules accomplish-
ing tasks related to implementation of the collision identi-
fication server 102.

In any event, to generate a statistical model indicative of
a vehicle collision, the training module, during a training
period, may obtain several sets of sensor data from portable
computing devices collected during vehicle trips. In some
embodiments, some of the sets of sensor data may corre-
spond to vehicle trips which involved vehicle collisions
while other sets of sensor data may correspond to vehicle
trips which did not involve vehicle collisions. By utilizing
sets of sensor data from previous vehicle collisions, the
present embodiments may create an accurate statistical
model for identifying vehicle collisions. The training mod-
ule may analyze each of the sensor data sets to identify
characteristics for each sensor data set and distinguish
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6

between the characteristics of the sensor data sets that
correspond to vehicle collisions and characteristics of the
sensor data sets that do not correspond to vehicle collisions.

For example, in some embodiments, the training module
may generate a set of rules which include thresholds for
distinguishing between sensor data indicative of a vehicle
collision and sensor data which does not indicate a vehicle
collision (e.g., a threshold acceleration (measured in
g-forces) above four G may indicate a vehicle collision). In
other embodiments, the training module may analyze the
sensor data and generate a statistical model for identifying
vehicle collisions using any other machine learning tech-
niques. In yet other embodiments, a user such as a system
administrator may input a set of rules or any other type of
statistical model based on the sensor data.

The statistical model generated by the training module
and/or the user, may be compared to additional sets of sensor
data during a testing phase to determine whether a set of
sensor data corresponds to a vehicle collision. If the training
module makes the correct determination more frequently
than a predetermined threshold amount, the statistical model
may be provided to a portable computing device 10 for
identifying vehicle collisions in real-time or at least near
real-time. On the other hand, if the training module does not
make the correct determination more frequently than the
predetermined threshold amount, the training module may
continue to obtain and analyze additional sets of sensor data
for further training.

In some embodiments, the training module may continue
to receive sensor data after the statistical model is provided
to the portable computing device 10 to add updates to the
statistical model. When the statistical model is updated, for
example after a predetermined time interval and/or after a
significant change to the statistical model (e.g., a threshold
acceleration changes from four G to five G), the updated
statistical model may be provided to the portable computing
device 10. Advantageously, by updating the statistical
model, the collision identification system may continue to
improve its accuracy in identifying vehicle collisions with
time.

Referring now to FIG. 2B, the portable computing device
10 may include a display 240, a Global Positioning System
(GPS) unit 280, an accelerometer 282 to measure the accel-
eration of the portable computing device 10, a gyroscope
284 to measure the rotation of the portable computing device
10, a communication unit 258, a user-input device (not
shown), and, like the collision identification server 102, a
controller 242. In some embodiments, the portable comput-
ing device 10 may also include a barometer to measure the
change in pressure, for example, from the airbags, and a
microphone to measure sound intensity, such as a high
volume sound corresponding to a vehicle collision. Similar
to the controller 224, the controller 242 may include a
program memory 246, a microcontroller or a microprocessor
(MP) 248, a random-access memory (RAM) 250, and/or an
input/output (I/O) circuit 254, all of which may be inter-
connected via an address/data bus 252. The program
memory 246 may include an operating system 260, a data
storage 262, a plurality of software applications 264, and/or
a plurality of software routines 268. The operating system
260, for example, may include one of a plurality of mobile
platforms such as the iOS®, Android™, Palm® webOS,
Windows Mobile/Phone, BlackBerry® OS, or Symbian®
OS mobile technology platforms, developed by Apple Inc.,
Google Inc., Palm Inc. (now Hewlett-Packard Company),
Microsoft Corporation, Research in Motion (RIM), and
Nokia, respectively.
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The data storage 262 may include data such as user
profiles, application data for the plurality of applications
264, routine data for the plurality of routines 268, and/or
other data necessary to interact with the collision identifi-
cation server 102 through the digital network 130. In some
embodiments, the controller 242 may also include, or oth-
erwise be communicatively connected to, other data storage
mechanisms (e.g., one or more hard disk drives, optical
storage drives, solid state storage devices, etc.) that reside
within the portable computing device 10.

The GPS unit 280 may use “Assisted GPS” (A-GPS),
satellite GPS, or any other suitable global positioning pro-
tocol or system that locates the position of the portable
computing device 10. For example, A-GPS utilizes terres-
trial cell phone towers or Wi-Fi hotspots (e.g., wireless
router points) to more accurately and more quickly deter-
mine the location of the portable computing device 10 while
satellite GPS generally are more useful in more remote
regions that lack cell towers or Wi-Fi hotspots.

The accelerometer 282 may monitor and/or measure the
acceleration of the portable computing device 10 along
several axes. For example, acceleration may be measured
along the X, Y, and/or Z axes. In some embodiments, the
X-axis may be oriented along a front-back axis aligned with
the portable computing device 10, the Y-axis may be ori-
ented along a side-side axis aligned with the portable
computing device 10, and the Z-axis may be oriented along
a top-bottom axis aligned with the portable computing
device 10. However, these axes may be positioned in other
ways.

Also, the gyroscope 284 may monitor and/or measure the
rotation of the portable computing device 10 around several
axes. For example, the gyroscope 284 may measure the
change in roll, pitch, and yaw, which may be measured
around the X-axis, Y-axis, and Z-axis, respectively. In some
embodiments, the rotation may be measured using a com-
bination of sensors, such as the accelerometer 282 and the
gyroscope 284, or any other suitable combination of sensors.

The communication unit 258 may communicate with the
collision identification server 102 via any suitable wireless
communication protocol network, such as a wireless tele-
phony network (e.g., GSM, CDMA, LTE, etc.), a Wi-Fi
network (802.11 standards), a WIMAX network, a Bluetooth
network, etc. The user-input device (not shown) may include
a “soft” keyboard that is displayed on the display 240 of the
portable computing device 10, an external hardware key-
board communicating via a wired or a wireless connection
(e.g., a Bluetooth keyboard), an external mouse, or any other
suitable user-input device. As discussed with reference to the
controller 224, it should be appreciated that although FIG.
2B depicts only one microprocessor 248, the controller 242
may include multiple microprocessors 248. Similarly, the
memory of the controller 242 may include multiple RAMs
250 and/or multiple program memories 246. Although the
FIG. 2B depicts the 1/O circuit 254 as a single block, the [/O
circuit 254 may include a number of different types of 1/O
circuits. The controller 242 may implement the RAM(s) 250
and/or the program memories 246 as semiconductor memo-
ries, magnetically readable memories, and/or optically read-
able memories, for example.

The one or more processors 248 may be adapted and
configured to execute any one or more of the plurality of
software applications 264 and/or any one or more of the
plurality of software routines 268 residing in the program
memory 242, in addition to other software applications. One
of the plurality of applications 264 may be a client appli-
cation 266 that may be implemented as a series of machine-
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readable instructions for performing the various tasks asso-
ciated with receiving information at, displaying information
on, and/or transmitting information from the portable com-
puting device 10.

One of the plurality of applications 264 may be a native
application and/or web browser 270, such as Apple’s
Safari®, Google Chrome™, Microsoft Internet Explorer®,
and Mozilla Firefox® that may be implemented as a series
of machine-readable instructions for receiving, interpreting,
and/or displaying web page information from the collision
identification server 102 while also receiving inputs from the
user. Another application of the plurality of applications may
include an embedded web browser 276 that may be imple-
mented as a series of machine-readable instructions for
receiving, interpreting, and/or displaying web page infor-
mation from the collision identification server 102.

One of the plurality of routines may include a collision
identification routine 272 which for example, may be imple-
mented by a collision assessment module as described in
more detail below in FIG. 4. The collision identification
routine 272 may obtain sensor data from the GPS unit 280,
the accelerometer 282, the gyroscope 284, the barometer,
and the microphone, obtain a statistical model from the
collision identification server 102, and determine the like-
lihood of a vehicle collision. Another routine in the plurality
of routines may include a collision notification routine 274
that obtains an indication that a vehicle collision has
occurred, displays collision information on the user interface
240, such as collision tips, emergency contact information,
crash verification, etc., and/or transmits emergency notifi-
cations to emergency personnel.

Preferably, a user may launch the client application 266
from the portable computing device 10, to communicate
with the collision identification server 102 to implement the
collision identification system. Additionally, the user may
also launch or instantiate any other suitable user interface
application (e.g., the native application or web browser 270,
or any other one of the plurality of software applications
264) to access the collision identification server 102 to
realize the collision identification system.

FIG. 3 is an exemplary block diagram of a training
module 300 which may be included in the collision identi-
fication server 102. In other embodiments, the training
module 300 may be included in the portable computing
device 10 and/or a combination of these devices. The
training module 300 may include an analysis module 302, a
model building module 304, and a testing module 306.
During a training period, the training module 300 may
obtain sets of sensor data from portable computing devices
and/or from any other suitable devices during vehicle trips.
Each set of sensor data may be collected at a device
periodically throughout the vehicle trip (e.g., after predeter-
mined time intervals, such as every two minutes, every five
minutes, every ten minutes, etc.) or may be collected in any
other suitable manner. Moreover, the portable computing
device may collect the set of sensor data for a predetermined
duration (e.g., for 30 seconds, for 45 seconds, etc.), at a
certain sample rate.

For example, position data, speed data, acceleration data,
rotation data, pressure data, and/or sound data may be
collected at a sample rate of 10 times per second (10 Hz), 20
times per second (20 Hz), 50 times per second (50 Hz), 100
times per second (100 Hz), etc., for the predetermined
duration. In some embodiments, each type of sensor data
may be collected at a different sample rate. Each set of
sensor data may include an indication of whether the set of
sensor data corresponds to a vehicle collision. For example,
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if the set of sensor data is collected within a predetermined
time interval of a vehicle collision (e.g., within 30 seconds
before or 30 seconds after the vehicle collision), the set of
sensor data may include an indication that a vehicle collision
occurred.

The analysis module 302 may then receive each set of
sensor data which may be training data and may perform a
statistical analysis on the sensor data for sets of sensor data
which correspond to a vehicle collision and for sets of sensor
data which do not correspond to a vehicle collision. For
example, for a set of sensor data, the analysis module 302
may generate statistical data such as a sample rate at which
the set of sensor data is collected, a maximum acceleration
for the set of sensor data, a second highest acceleration for
the set of sensor data, a maximum change in speed (e.g., in
a one second interval) for the set of sensor data, a speed
before the collision, a speed after the collision, an average
acceleration for the set of sensor data, a standard deviation
for the change in speed, a maximum rotation for the set of
sensor data, a maximum change in pressure for the set of
sensor data, a maximum sound intensity for the set of sensor
data, etc. As used herein, the acceleration, change in speed,
change in pressure, and/or rotation may be absolute values
of the acceleration, change in speed, change in pressure,
and/or rotation, such that for example, a maximum accel-
eration may be the highest absolute value of acceleration
whether it is a positive or negative acceleration. The maxi-
mum change in speed may be the highest absolute value of
the change in speed which may be an increase or a decrease
in speed.

The analysis module 302 may provide the statistical data
and the training data to the model building module 304,
which may generate a statistical model. In some embodi-
ments, the statistical model may be a decision tree and/or set
of rules including sensor data thresholds for identifying
vehicle collisions. The statistical model may be generated
according to various machine learning techniques, such as
naive Bayes, random forests, boosting, decision trees, logis-
tic regression, k-nearest neighbors, etc.

For example, using the various machine learning tech-
niques, the model building module 304 may identify char-
acteristics of the sensor data sets (sensor data characteristics)
that correspond to a vehicle collision which are distinguish-
able from sensor data sets that do not correspond to a vehicle
collision.

In an exemplary scenario, the model building module 304
may determine based on the training data, that when a set of
sensor data has a maximum acceleration above six G and a
sample rate of 10 Hz, there is a 90 percent likelihood that the
set of sensor data corresponds to a vehicle collision. The
model building module 304 may also determine that when
the sample rate is 20 Hz and the maximum acceleration is
above eight G, there is a 95 percent likelihood the set of
sensor data corresponds to a vehicle collision. Moreover, in
another example, the model building module 304 may
determine, based on the training data, that when the maxi-
mum acceleration is between four and six G and a second
acceleration within the set of sensor data is greater than three
G, that there is a 99 percent likelihood the set of sensor data
corresponds to a vehicle collision. In yet another example,
the model building module 304 may determine there is a
high likelihood of a vehicle collision when the maximum
acceleration is between two and four G and the maximum
change in speed is above a predetermined threshold, such as
25 miles per hour (mph).

As a result, the model building module 304 may generate
a set of rules for identifying a vehicle collision according to
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these sensor data characteristics. For example, for a set of
sensor data, the set of rules may specify a threshold accel-
eration when the sample rate is within a threshold sample
rate range, and a threshold change in speed. When the
maximum acceleration in the set of sensor data is greater
than a threshold acceleration, a first acceleration score may
be assigned to the set of sensor data, and when the maximum
acceleration is less than the threshold acceleration, a second
acceleration score lower than the first acceleration score may
be assigned to the set of sensor data.

Additionally, the set of rules may specify a threshold
change in speed, such that when the maximum change in
speed in the set of sensor data is greater than the threshold
change in speed, a first speed score may be assigned to the
set of sensor data, and when the maximum change in speed
is less than the threshold change in speed, a second speed
score lower than the first speed score may be assigned to the
set of sensor data. The acceleration score and the speed score
may be aggregated and/or combined in any suitable manner,
such as by adding the scores, multiplying the scores, aver-
aging the scores, assigning a weight to each score and
adding or multiplying the weighted scores, taking a
weighted average of the scores, etc.

In any event, the scores may be combined/aggregated to
generate an overall collision likelihood score which may be
compared to a threshold collision score determined based on
the identified sensor data characteristics. For example, the
model building module 304 may determine a threshold
collision score of 100, because 99 percent of sensor data sets
having collision scores above 100 correspond to a vehicle
collision. The set of rules may indicate a vehicle collision
when the overall collision likelihood score for a set of sensor
data exceeds the threshold collision score. In other embodi-
ments, the set of rules may include additional thresholds
and/or scores such as a threshold rotation and a rotation
score, a threshold change in pressure and a pressure score,
and/or a threshold sound intensity and a sound intensity
score, each of which may be combined/aggregated with the
acceleration and speed scores to generate an overall collision
likelihood score. In other embodiments, any suitable number
of the acceleration score, speed score, rotation score, pres-
sure score, and sound intensity score may be combined/
aggregated in any suitable manner to generate an overall
collision score. While assigning and combining/aggregating
scores based on whether sensor data exceeds thresholds may
be one example of a set of rules for identifying a vehicle
collision, the model building module 304 may generate any
suitable set of rules for identifying vehicle collisions.

In some embodiments, the model building module 304
may adjust the statistical model for sets of sensor data
having large spikes in acceleration, speed, pressure, sound
intensity, and/or rotation which do not correspond to vehicle
collisions, so as to avoid false positives. For example, the
model building module 304 may receive sets of sensor data
corresponding to the portable computing device 10 being
dropped, thrown, flipped, etc. As a result, the model building
module 304 may adjust the thresholds so as to exceed the
maximum accelerations, speeds, pressures, sound intensi-
ties, rotations, etc., for these sets of sensor data. However, if
adjusting the thresholds causes false negatives, the model
building module 304 may adjust the statistical model in any
other suitable manner. For example, the model building
module 304 may generate additional rules, such as a second
threshold acceleration for a second highest acceleration in
the set of sensor data, an average threshold acceleration for
the average acceleration over the duration in which the set
of'sensor data is collected, or a threshold speed before and/or
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after the maximum acceleration is detected (e.g., if the speed
is zero or another constant speed before and/or after the
increase in acceleration, the portable computing device 10
may be likely to have been dropped, thrown, or flipped).
Also, if the rotation data for the portable computing device
10 indicates that the portable computing device 10 has made
a half or complete rotation, the set of rules may specify a
threshold acceleration which may be used to distinguish
between the vehicle flipping and the portable computing
device 10 being flipped while the vehicle remains upright.

In another example, the model building module 304 may
generate a decision tree based on the training data. For
example, the decision tree may contain several branches
each corresponding to a different threshold sample rate
range. Each branch may be connected to a node having a
threshold acceleration, which in turn has two branches
including a first branch that may be followed when the
maximum acceleration is less than the threshold acceleration
and a second branch that may be followed when the maxi-
mum acceleration is greater than the maximum acceleration.
At least some of these branches may then be connected to
leaf nodes which may indicate a probability that a vehicle
collision has occurred and/or may indicate whether or not
the set of sensor data corresponds to a vehicle collision.

In addition to identifying whether a vehicle collision
occurred, the statistical model or another statistical model
may be generated by the model building module 304 to
identify a type and/or severity of the collision or a likelihood
that the identified type and/or severity of the collision
occurred. For example, the statistical model may be used to
identify whether the type of collision is a single vehicle
collision, such as a collision between the vehicle and a pole,
a tree, a barrier, an animal, a pedestrian, etc., a high-speed
collision, a low-speed collision, a rear-end collision, a
side-impact collision, a head-on collision, a sideswipe col-
lision, a vehicle rollover, or any other type of vehicle
collision. Moreover, the statistical model may be used to
identify a severity level of the collision, such as a “High,”
“Medium,” or “Low” severity level.

For example, the severity level may be determined by
assigning a severity score to the vehicle collision based on
the corresponding set of sensor data. Each severity level may
correspond to a threshold severity score range, such as a
severity score above 90 corresponding to the “High” sever-
ity level, a severity score between 30 and 90 corresponding
to the “Medium” severity level, and a severity score below
30 corresponding to the “Low” severity level. The type
and/or severity of the collision may be determined using the
same or similar machine learning techniques as the machine
learning techniques used for generating the statistical model
for identifying vehicle collisions.

In other embodiments, a user such as a system adminis-
trator may input a statistical model to the model building
module 304 based on the training data. In any event, the
statistical model may be provided to the testing module 306
which may utilize the statistical model to determine whether
“test” sets of sensor data may correspond to a vehicle
collision. The “test” sets of sensor data may be sets of sensor
data received at times when the status of the corresponding
vehicle trip is known (e.g., a vehicle collision occurred
during the vehicle trip or no vehicle collisions occurred
during the vehicle trip). However, for purposes of testing,
the testing module 306 may identify whether a vehicle
collision has occurred or a likelihood that a vehicle collision
has occurred by comparing the “test” sets of sensor data to
the statistical model generated by the model building mod-
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ule 304 and/or the user. The identification may be compared
to the known vehicle trip status.

In some embodiments, when the testing module 306 is
correct more than a predetermined threshold amount of the
time (e.g., by correctly identifying whether or not a vehicle
collision occurred or by correctly identifying a likelihood
above a predetermined threshold, such as 95 percent), the
statistical model may be provided to the portable computing
device 10 and/or a collision assessment module 400 in the
portable computing device 10 or the collision identification
server 102, as described in more detail below with reference
to FIG. 4. The collision assessment module 400 may then
compare the statistical model to sets of sensor data when the
status of the corresponding vehicle trip is unknown to
identify vehicle collisions in real-time or at least near
real-time. On the other hand, if the testing module 306 is not
correct more than the predetermined threshold amount, the
training module 300 may continue obtaining sets of sensor
from when the statuses of the corresponding vehicle trips are
known for further training.

Once the statistical model has been adequately tested to
verify its accuracy, the statistical model may be provided to
the collision assessment module 400. FIG. 4 is an exemplary
block diagram of a collision assessment module 400 which
may be included in the portable computing device 10 to
identify vehicle collisions. In other embodiments, the colli-
sion assessment module 400 may be included in the collision
identification server 102 and/or a combination of these
devices. In any event, the collision assessment module 400
may include a comparison module 402 and/or a collision
determination module 404. The comparison module 402
may obtain a current set of sensor data in real-time or at least
near real-time when the status of the corresponding vehicle
trip is unknown. For example, the comparison module may
obtain position data from the GPS unit 280, speed data from
the GPS unit 280, acceleration data from the accelerometer
282, a sample rate at which the acceleration is measured
from the accelerometer 282, rotation data from the gyro-
scope 284, pressure data from the barometer, sound data
from the microphone, and/or additional sensor data from any
other sensors in the portable computing device 10. In some
embodiments, the sensor data may be obtained from any
suitable combination of sensors in the portable computing
device 10. For example, rotation data may be obtained from
a combination of the accelerometer 282 and the gyroscope
284. The current set of sensor data may be obtained for a
predetermined duration (e.g., for 30 seconds, for 45 seconds,
etc.) after predetermined time intervals, such as every two
minutes, every five minutes, every ten minutes, etc.

Then the comparison module 402 may compare the
current set of sensor data to the statistical model generated
by the model building module 304. For example, the com-
parison module 402 may obtain a maximum acceleration, a
sample rate at which the acceleration is measured, a maxi-
mum change in speed, a maximum rotation, a maximum
change in pressure, a maximum sound intensity, and addi-
tional accelerations, changes in speed, rotations, changes in
pressure, sound intensities, etc., collected during the prede-
termined duration. In some embodiments, the comparison
module 402 may determine a likelihood that current set of
sensor data corresponds to a vehicle collision based on the
comparison. The likelihood may be represented as a prob-
ability (e.g., 0.6), a percentage (e.g., 80 percent), a category
from a set of categories (e.g., “High,” “Medium,” or
“Low™), or in any other suitable manner.

For example, if the statistical model is a decision tree with
each leaf node of the decision tree indicating a likelihood of
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a vehicle collision, the comparison module 402 may follow
the branches of the decision tree which correspond to the
current set of sensor data until reaching a leaf node. In
particular, in another exemplary scenario, the current set of
sensor data may include a maximum acceleration of five G,
a sample rate of 50 Hz, and a maximum change in speed of
40 mph. The decision tree may include a branch for sample
rates within a sample rate range of 30-60 Hz, followed by a
branch for when the maximum acceleration is less than six
G, followed by a branch for when the maximum change in
speed is greater than 30 mph, followed by a leaf node
indicating a likelihood of a vehicle collision of 95 percent.
The comparison module 402 may follow each of these
branches which correspond to the current set of sensor data,
and as a result, may determine a likelihood of 95 percent.

The collision determination module 404 may receive the
likelihood of a vehicle collision, and compare the received
likelihood to a predetermined likelihood threshold (e.g., 90
percent). If the received likelihood is greater than the
predetermined likelihood threshold, the collision determina-
tion module 404 may identify a vehicle collision based on
the current set of sensor data. On the other hand, if the
received likelihood does not exceed the predetermined like-
lihood threshold, the collision determination module 404
may not identify a vehicle collision, and the collision
assessment module 400 may continue to receive current sets
of sensor data after predetermined time intervals. In some
embodiments, the comparison module 402 may also com-
pare the current set of sensor data to the statistical model for
identifying the type and/or severity of the collision, and the
collision determination module 404 may determine the type
and/or severity based on the comparison.

In some embodiments, the collision assessment module
400 may obtain several current sets of sensor data from
several portable computing devices within the vehicle. For
example, the collision assessment module 400 may obtain a
first current set of sensor data from a driver’s portable
computing device 10 which includes the collision assess-
ment module 400. Additionally, the collision assessment
module 400 may obtain second, third, fourth, etc., current
sets of sensor data from passengers’ portable computing
devices within the vehicle. The driver’s portable computing
device 10 may communicate with the passengers’ portable
computing devices via a short-range communication link,
such as Bluetooth, Wi-Fi Direct, ZigBee, Near Field Com-
munication (NFC), etc. In other embodiments, passengers’
portable computing devices may transmit current sets of
sensor data to the collision identification server 102. The
driver’s portable computing device 10 may detect the pres-
ence of other nearby portable computing devices via a Wi-Fi
Direct signal, Bluetooth signal, ZigBee signal, etc., and may
retrieve the passengers’ current sets of sensor data from the
collision identification server 102.

In any event, the collision assessment module 400 may
then combine the current sets of sensor data in any suitable
manner and may compare the combined sets of sensor data
to the statistical model to identify a vehicle collision. In
some embodiments, the maximum acceleration may be the
highest acceleration in all of the current sets of sensor data,
or may be an average of the maximum accelerations for each
of the current sets of sensor data. Also, in some embodi-
ments, the statistical data in each of the current sets of sensor
data may be weighted for example, such that the current set
of sensor data for the portable computing device which
includes the collision assessment module 400 may be
weighted more heavily than the other current sets of sensor
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data. In other embodiments, each of the current sets of
sensor data may be weighted equally.

In yet other embodiments, the driver’s portable comput-
ing device 10 may determine whether a vehicle collision
occurred and/or a likelihood of a vehicle collision based on
the current set of sensor data obtained at sensors in the
portable computing device 10, as described above. The
passengers’ portable computing devices may also determine
whether a vehicle collision occurred and/or a likelihood of
a vehicle collision, and may transmit their determinations
and/or likelihoods to the driver’s portable computing device
10 via the short-range communication link, or via the
collision identification server 102. The driver’s portable
computing device 10 may then reassess the determination of
whether a vehicle collision occurred, based on the determi-
nations and/or likelihoods from the passengers’ portable
computing devices.

In some embodiments, the driver’s portable computing
device 10 may identify a vehicle collision when more than
a threshold amount of the portable computing devices (e.g.,
70 percent) determine that a vehicle collision occurred. For
example, if the driver’s portable computing device 10 deter-
mines that a vehicle collision occurred, one passenger’s
portable computing device also determines that a vehicle
collision occurred, and two passenger’s portable computing
devices determine that a vehicle collision did not occur, the
driver’s portable computing device 10 may reassess its
determination and may not identify a vehicle collision.

In other embodiments, the vehicle collision likelihoods
from each of the portable computing devices may be com-
bined, aggregated, averaged, and/or weighted in any suitable
manner to generate a collective vehicle collision likelihood.
The collective vehicle collision likelihood may be compared
to a predetermined likelihood threshold (e.g., 90 percent),
and if the collective vehicle collision likelihood is greater
than the predetermined likelihood threshold, the collision
assessment module 400 may identify a vehicle collision
based on the current sets of sensor data from the driver’s and
the passengers’ portable computing devices.

In any event, when a vehicle collision is identified, an
emergency notification may automatically be transmitted to
a user’s emergency contacts. For example, upon initializing
the client application 266 the user may input emergency
contacts via a crash alert display, as described in more detail
below in FIG. 5A. The emergency notification may be
transmitted via email, short message service (SMS) text
message, phone call, etc., using the contact information
specified by the user. Furthermore, an additional emergency
notification may be transmitted to emergency personnel such
as a police department, a fire department, paramedics, etc. In
some embodiments, the additional emergency notification
may be transmitted to emergency personnel when the user is
nonresponsive to an alert by the portable computing device
10 via a crash verification display, as described in more
detail below in FIG. 5B. The additional emergency notifi-
cation may also be transmitted when the user indicates she
needs emergency assistance in response to the alert, when
the severity of the vehicle collision is above a threshold
severity level (as determined by the collision assessment
module 400), or in any other suitable manner.

In addition to transmitting an emergency notification, an
alert may be displayed to the user via the crash verification
display. For example, the alert may include a user control for
indicating whether a vehicle collision actually occurred. If
the user indicates that a vehicle collision did not occur, the
current set of sensor data may be transmitted to the training
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module 300 for further training, with an indication that the
current set of sensor data does not correspond to a vehicle
collision.

On the other hand, if the user indicates that a vehicle
collision did occur or if the user does not respond to the alert,
the user may receive a phone call asking whether the user
requires emergency assistance. If the user indicates that she
needs emergency assistance or does not answer the phone
call, an emergency notification may be transmitted to the
emergency personnel. Otherwise, if the user indicates that
she does not need emergency assistance, the user may
receive tips on how to proceed after the collision via a crash
advice display, as described in more detail below in FIG. 5C.
In any event, the current set of sensor data may be trans-
mitted to the training module 300 for further training, with
an indication that the current set of sensor data corresponds
to a vehicle collision.

FIGS. 5A-C depict exemplary displays which may be
generated by the collision identification server 102 and
displayed by the client application 266 of the portable
computing device 10 in response to identitying a vehicle
collision. In other embodiments, the exemplary displays
may be generated and displayed by the portable computing
device 10. As will be appreciated by those of ordinary skill
in the relevant art(s), the exemplary displays shown in FIGS.
5A-C are for illustrative purposes, and the associated func-
tionality may be implemented using any suitable format
and/or design for facilitating corresponding described func-
tionalities without departing from the spirit and scope of the
present disclosure. In some embodiments, the collision
identification server may transmit web pages.

Before travelling in a vehicle, or at least before a vehicle
collision is detected, the client application 266 may present
an exemplary crash alert display 500 on the portable com-
puting device for a user to enter emergency contacts who
may receive a phone call, SMS text message, email, etc.,
when the user is involved in a vehicle collision. FIG. SA
depicts the exemplary crash alert display 500 which may
include an indication 502 of a name and contact information
of the user’s insurance agent. The exemplary crash alert
display 500 may also include an indication of a first emer-
gency contact 506 including a name and contact information
for the first emergency contact as well as an indication of a
preferred method of communication with the emergency
contact, such as call or text. Similarly, the exemplary crash
alert display 500 may include an indication of a second
emergency contact 508 including a name and contact infor-
mation for the second emergency contact as well as an
indication of a preferred method of communication with the
emergency contact, such as call or text.

A user control 510 may be included for editing the
insurance agent and emergency contact information, such as
the names, contact information and/or preferred methods of
communication. Additionally, the exemplary crash alert dis-
play 500 may include a user control 504 for receiving
collision tips. When selected, the client application 266 may
present a crash advice display as described in more detail
below in FIG. 5C.

When the portable computing device 10 identifies a
vehicle collision for example, via the collision assessment
module 400 as shown in FIG. 4, a crash verification display
may be presented to the user to verify whether the vehicle
collision actually occurred. FIG. 5B depicts an exemplary
crash verification display 530 which may include a collision
request asking the user to verify that a vehicle collision
occurred. The crash verification display 530 may also
include a first user control 532, such as a “Yes” button,
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which when selected may indicate to the collision identifi-
cation system that a vehicle collision actually occurred.
Moreover, a second user control 534 may be included, such
as a “No” button, which when selected may indicate to the
collision identification system that the vehicle collision was
incorrectly identified.

If the “No” button 534 is selected, the client application
266 may transmit the current set of sensor data to the
training module 300 for further training, with an indication
that the current set of sensor data does not correspond to a
vehicle collision. Furthermore, the portable computing
device 10 may continue to obtain current sets of sensor data
for identifying vehicle collisions.

If the “Yes” button 532 is selected or if the user does not
select either button within a predetermined amount of time
(e.g., five minutes, seven minutes, etc.), the portable com-
puting device 10 or the collision identification server 102
may transmit emergency notifications to the user’s emer-
gency contacts selected in the crash alert display 500 of FIG.
5A. For example, the portable computing device 10 may
transmit a message to the collision identification server 102
indicating that the user has been in a vehicle collision. In
turn, the collision identification server 102 may initiate a
phone call with the user’s first emergency contact, Jenny,
according to the crash alert display 500 and may transmit an
SMS text message to the user’s second emergency contact,
Stacy’s Mom. In some embodiments, each emergency noti-
fication may include an indication that the user has been in
a vehicle collision, the location of the user, the type and/or
severity of the vehicle collision for example, as determined
by the collision assessment module 400, an indication of
whether the user responded to the alert, or any other suitable
information.

In addition, the collision identification server 102 may
initiate a phone call with the user to ask whether the user
requires emergency assistance, and/or to receive any other
additional information about the vehicle collision, such as
the severity of the vehicle collision, the type of injuries to the
user, the severity of the user’s injuries, etc. If the user
answers and indicates that she does not require emergency
assistance, the portable computing device 10 may present
the crash advice display to the user which may include
collision tips. Otherwise, if the user indicates that she
requires emergency assistance or does not respond to the
phone call, the collision identification server 102 may trans-
mit an additional emergency notification to emergency per-
sonnel, such as a police department, a fire department,
paramedics, etc.

The additional emergency notification may include an
indication that the user has been in a vehicle collision, an
indication that the user requires emergency assistance, the
location of the user, at least some of the information
included in the current set of sensor data such as the
maximum acceleration, the maximum change in speed, etc.
The additional emergency notification may also include
indications of the type of injuries to the user, the severity of
the user’s injuries, the type and/or severity of the vehicle
collision for example, as determined by the collision assess-
ment module 400, whether the user responded to the alert, or
any other suitable information. In some embodiments, the
client application 266 may also transmit the current set of
sensor data to the training module 300 for further training,
with an indication that the current set of sensor data corre-
sponds to a vehicle collision.

As mentioned above, when the user selects the “Collision
Tips” button 504 on the crash alert display 500 of FIG. 5A
or if the user is in a vehicle collision and does not require
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emergency assistance, the client application 266 may pres-
ent a crash advice display. FIG. 5C depicts an exemplary
crash advice display 560 which may include several colli-
sion tips, such as “1. Take a deep breath and stay calm,” “2.
Check to see if everyone in your vehicle is ok,” “3. Turn on
hazard lights and move your vehicle to a safe place, if
possible,” “4. Call the police,” “5. Do not admit fault,” “6.
Notify your insurance agent,” and “7. Collect information of
anyone involved and witnesses.”

The collision tips may provide the user with helpful
reminders and advice in a stressful situation when the user
may not be thinking clearly. Furthermore, while the user
may focus on the immediate impact of the collision, such as
injuries to himself and to his passengers, the collision tips
may provide the user with advice on notifying insurance
agents, collecting information, not admitting fault, etc. This
may increase the user’s chances of recovery for damage to
himself and to his vehicle and may decrease the user’s
chances of liability for damage to other vehicles, drivers, or
passengers. While the crash advice display 560 includes
seven collision tips, additional, fewer, or alternative colli-
sion tips may be included. The crash advice display 560 may
also include a “Close” button 562 for closing the application.

In an exemplary scenario, John Doe may be travelling in
his vehicle when he is rear-ended at high speeds by another
vehicle causing him to slam his head into the steering wheel
and temporarily lose consciousness. The sensors in his
portable computing device 10 may detect a maximum accel-
eration of six G, which when compared to a statistical model
may be indicative of a vehicle collision. As a result, John
Doe’s brother and wife may be notified of his location as
well as the police department which may dispatch an ambu-
lance and paramedics to take him from his vehicle and
transport John Doe to the local hospital. In this manner,
emergency personnel may be called upon immediately to
respond to a serious accident without needing to be con-
tacted by witnesses or the people involved in the accident.

FIG. 6 depicts a flow diagram representing an exemplary
method 600 for identifying vehicle collisions. The method
600 may be executed on the portable computing device 10.
In some embodiments, the method 600 may be implemented
in a set of instructions stored on a non-transitory computer-
readable memory and executable on one or more processors
of the portable computing device 10. For example, the
method 600 may be performed by the client application 266,
and at least partially performed by the collision assessment
module 400 as shown in FIG. 4. In other embodiments, the
method 600 may be performed by the collision identification
server 102 and/or a combination of the portable computing
device 10 and the collision identification server 102.

In any event, at block 602, a current set of sensor data may
be obtained in real-time or at least near real-time from the
sensors in the portable computing device 10 when the
portable computing device 10 is in a vehicle. For example,
position and speed data may be obtained from the GPS unit
280, acceleration data may be obtained from the accelerom-
eter 282, rotation data may be obtained from the gyroscope
284, pressure data may be obtained from the barometer,
sound data may be obtained from the microphone, etc. In
some embodiments, the collision identification system may
determine that the portable computing device 10 is in a
vehicle when the portable computing device 10 detects a
speed over a predetermined threshold (e.g., 10 mph), and/or
when the portable computing device 10 is within range of
the vehicle head unit 14 (e.g., the portable computing device
10 detects an electronic signal from the vehicle head unit 14,
such as a Bluetooth signal, Wi-Fi direct signal, USB, etc.).
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In some embodiments, several current sets of sensor data
may be obtained from several portable computing devices
within the vehicle. For example, the current set of sensor
data may be obtained from the sensors in the portable
computing device 10 in addition to several other current sets
of sensor data from sensors in passengers’ portable com-
puting devices. The current sets of sensor data may be
combined in any suitable manner.

Additionally, the portable computing device 10 may
obtain a statistical model indicative of a vehicle collision
(block 604). In some embodiments, the statistical model
may be generated and transmitted by a training module 300
in the collision identification server 102. The training mod-
ule 300 may generate the statistical model based on statis-
tical data indicative of a vehicle collision. In other embodi-
ments, the training module 300 may be included in the
portable computing device 10. The statistical model may be
a set of rules including sensor data thresholds, such as sensor
data characteristics which correspond to vehicle collisions.
In other embodiments, the statistical model may be a deci-
sion tree, a graphical model, a regression model, or any other
suitable type of statistical model which may be generated
using machine learning techniques or by a user.

The statistical model may be compared to the current set
of sensor data (block 606), and the portable computing
device 10 may determine whether a vehicle collision
occurred based on the comparison (block 608). For example,
the portable computing device 10 may identify a maximum
acceleration, a second highest acceleration, an average
acceleration, a sample rate in which the acceleration is
measured, a maximum change in speed, a maximum rota-
tion, a maximum change in pressure, and a maximum sound
intensity within the current set of sensor data. The statistical
model may include sensor data characteristics which corre-
spond to a vehicle collision or to a particular likelihood of
a vehicle collision, such as a maximum acceleration above
six G with a sample rate above 50 Hz which corresponds to
a 99 percent likelihood of a vehicle collision. Based on the
comparison to the current set of sensor data, the statistical
model may indicate that there is a 95 percent likelihood a
vehicle collision occurred. If the determined likelihood is
above a predetermined likelihood threshold (e.g., 90 per-
cent), the portable computing device 10 may identify a
vehicle collision.

In some embodiments, the portable computing device 10
may reassess the determination of whether a vehicle colli-
sion occurred based on determinations and/or likelihoods
received from other portable computing devices within the
vehicle. For example, if the portable computing device 10
determines that a vehicle collision occurred, one passenger’s
portable computing device also determines that a vehicle
collision occurred, and two passenger’s portable computing
devices determine that a vehicle collision did not occur, the
portable computing device 10 may reassess its determination
and may not identify a vehicle collision.

If a vehicle collision is not identified, the portable com-
puting device 10 may continue to obtain current sets of
sensor data in real-time or at least near real-time (block 602).
On the other hand, if a vehicle collision is identified, an
emergency notification may be transmitted to emergency
contacts of the user (block 612), such as the emergency
contacts selected in the crash alert display 500 as shown in
FIG. 5A. In some embodiments, the portable computing
device 10 may transmit the emergency notifications and/or
the portable computing device 10 may cause the emergency
notifications to be transmitted by for example, transmitting
a request to the collision identification server 102 to transmit
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the emergency notifications. In any event, the emergency
notifications may be in the form of an email, phone call,
SMS text message, etc., and may include an indication that
the user has been in a vehicle collision, the location of the
user, the type and/or severity of the vehicle collision for
example, as determined by the collision assessment module
400, an indication of whether the user responded to the alert,
or any other suitable information.

Additionally, the portable computing device 10 may pres-
ent a crash verification display to the user (block 614), such
as the crash verification display 530 as shown in FIG. 5B.
The crash verification display 530 may include a collision
request asking the user to verify that a vehicle collision
occurred, for example via a “Yes” button and a “No” button.
If the user selects the “No” button indicating that a vehicle
collision did not occur, the portable computing device 10
may transmit the current set of sensor data to the training
module 300 for further training, with an indication that the
current set of sensor data does not correspond to a vehicle
collision. Moreover, the portable computing device 10 may
continue to obtain current sets of sensor data in real-time or
at least near real-time (block 602).

If the user selects the “Yes” button indicating that a
vehicle collision occurred or the user does not respond to the
request, the portable computing device 10 may receive a
phone call asking whether the user requires emergency
assistance. If the user does not answer the phone call or
indicates that he requires emergency assistance, an addi-
tional emergency notification may be transmitted to emer-
gency personnel (block 618), such as the police department,
the fire department, the paramedics, etc. In some embodi-
ments, the portable computing device 10 may transmit the
additional emergency notification and/or the portable com-
puting device 10 may cause the additional emergency noti-
fication to be transmitted by for example, transmitting a
request to the collision identification server 102 to transmit
the additional emergency notification.

In any event, the additional emergency notification may
include an indication that the user has been in a vehicle
collision, an indication that the user requires emergency
assistance, the location of the user, at least some of the
information included in the current set of sensor data such as
the maximum acceleration, the maximum change in speed,
etc. The additional emergency notification may also include
indications of the type of injuries to the user, the severity of
the user’s injuries, the type and/or severity of the vehicle
collision for example, as determined by the collision assess-
ment module 400, whether the user responded to the alert, or
any other suitable information.

The portable computing device 10 may also present a
crash advice display to the user (block 620), such as the
crash advice display 560 as shown in FIG. 5C with collision
tips on how to proceed after the vehicle collision. In some
embodiments, the portable computing device 10 may trans-
mit the current set of sensor data to the training module 300
for further training, with an indication that the current set of
sensor data corresponds to a vehicle collision.

Throughout this specification, plural instances may imple-
ment components, operations, or structures described as a
single instance. Although individual operations of one or
more methods are illustrated and described as separate
operations, one or more of the individual operations may be
performed concurrently, and nothing requires that the opera-
tions be performed in the order illustrated. Structures and
functionality presented as separate components in example
configurations may be implemented as a combined structure
or component. Similarly, structures and functionality pre-
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sented as a single component may be implemented as
separate components. These and other variations, modifica-
tions, additions, and improvements fall within the scope of
the subject matter herein.

Additionally, certain embodiments are described herein as
including logic or a number of routines, subroutines, appli-
cations, or instructions. These may constitute either software
(e.g., code embodied on a machine-readable medium or in a
transmission signal) or hardware. In hardware, the routines,
etc., are tangible units capable of performing certain opera-
tions and may be configured or arranged in a certain manner.
In example embodiments, one or more computer systems
(e.g., a standalone, client or server computer system) or one
or more hardware modules of a computer system (e.g., a
processor or a group of processors) may be configured by
software (e.g., an application or application portion) as a
hardware module that operates to perform certain operations
as described herein.

In various embodiments, a hardware module may be
implemented mechanically or electronically. For example, a
hardware module may comprise dedicated circuitry or logic
that is permanently configured (e.g., as a special-purpose
processor, such as a field programmable gate array (FPGA)
or an application-specific integrated circuit (ASIC)) to per-
form certain operations. A hardware module may also com-
prise programmable logic or circuitry (e.g., as encompassed
within a general-purpose processor or other programmable
processor) that is temporarily configured by software to
perform certain operations. It will be appreciated that the
decision to implement a hardware module mechanically, in
dedicated and permanently configured circuitry, or in tem-
porarily configured circuitry (e.g., configured by software)
may be driven by cost and time considerations.

Accordingly, the term “hardware module” should be
understood to encompass a tangible entity, be that an entity
that is physically constructed, permanently configured (e.g.,
hardwired), or temporarily configured (e.g., programmed) to
operate in a certain manner or to perform certain operations
described herein. Considering embodiments in which hard-
ware modules are temporarily configured (e.g., pro-
grammed), each of the hardware modules need not be
configured or instantiated at any one instance in time. For
example, where the hardware modules comprise a general-
purpose processor configured using software, the general-
purpose processor may be configured as respective different
hardware modules at different times. Software may accord-
ingly configure a processor, for example, to constitute a
particular hardware module at one instance of time and to
constitute a different hardware module at a different instance
of time.

Hardware modules can provide information to, and
receive information from, other hardware modules. Accord-
ingly, the described hardware modules may be regarded as
being communicatively coupled. Where multiple of such
hardware modules exist contemporaneously, communica-
tions may be achieved through signal transmission (e.g.,
over appropriate circuits and buses) that connect the hard-
ware modules. In embodiments in which multiple hardware
modules are configured or instantiated at different times,
communications between such hardware modules may be
achieved, for example, through the storage and retrieval of
information in memory structures to which the multiple
hardware modules have access. For example, one hardware
module may perform an operation and store the output of
that operation in a memory device to which it is communi-
catively coupled. A further hardware module may then, at a
later time, access the memory device to retrieve and process
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the stored output. Hardware modules may also initiate
communications with input or output devices, and can
operate on a resource (e.g., a collection of information).

The various operations of example methods described
herein may be performed, at least partially, by one or more
processors that are temporarily configured (e.g., by soft-
ware) or permanently configured to perform the relevant
operations. Whether temporarily or permanently configured,
such processors may constitute processor-implemented
modules that operate to perform one or more operations or
functions. The modules referred to herein may, in some
example embodiments, comprise processor-implemented
modules.

Similarly, the methods or routines described herein may
be at least partially processor-implemented. For example, at
least some of the operations of a method may be performed
by one or more processors or processor-implemented hard-
ware modules. The performance of certain of the operations
may be distributed among the one or more processors, not
only residing within a single machine, but deployed across
a number of machines. In some example embodiments, the
processor or processors may be located in a single location
(e.g., within a home environment, an office environment or
as a server farm), while in other embodiments the processors
may be distributed across a number of locations.

The performance of certain of the operations may be
distributed among the one or more processors, not only
residing within a single machine, but deployed across a
number of machines. In some example embodiments, the
one or more processors or processor-implemented modules
may be located in a single geographic location (e.g., within
a home environment, an office environment, or a server
farm). In other example embodiments, the one or more
processors or processor-implemented modules may be dis-
tributed across a number of geographic locations.

Unless specifically stated otherwise, discussions herein
using words such as “processing,” “computing,” “calculat-
ing,” “determining,” “presenting,” “displaying,” or the like
may refer to actions or processes of a machine (e.g., a
computer) that manipulates or transforms data represented
as physical (e.g., electronic, magnetic, or optical) quantities
within one or more memories (e.g., volatile memory, non-
volatile memory, or a combination thereof), registers, or
other machine components that receive, store, transmit, or
display information.

As used herein any reference to “one embodiment” or “an
embodiment” means that a particular element, feature, struc-
ture, or characteristic described in connection with the
embodiment is included in at least one embodiment. The
appearances of the phrase “in one embodiment” in various
places in the specification are not necessarily all referring to
the same embodiment.

Some embodiments may be described using the expres-
sion “coupled” and “connected” along with their derivatives.
For example, some embodiments may be described using
the term “coupled” to indicate that two or more elements are
in direct physical or electrical contact. The term “coupled,”
however, may also mean that two or more elements are not
in direct contact with each other, but yet still co-operate or
interact with each other. The embodiments are not limited in
this context.

As used herein, the terms “comprises,” “comprising,”
“includes,” “including,” “has,” “having” or any other varia-
tion thereof, are intended to cover a non-exclusive inclusion.
For example, a process, method, article, or apparatus that
comprises a list of elements is not necessarily limited to only
those elements but may include other elements not expressly

2 <

2 <

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

22

listed or inherent to such process, method, article, or appa-
ratus. Further, unless expressly stated to the contrary, “or”
refers to an inclusive or and not to an exclusive or. For
example, a condition A or B is satisfied by any one of the
following: A is true (or present) and B is false (or not
present), A is false (or not present) and B is true (or present),
and both A and B are true (or present).

In addition, use of the “a” or “an” are employed to
describe elements and components of the embodiments
herein. This is done merely for convenience and to give a
general sense of the description. This description, and the
claims that follow, should be read to include one or at least
one and the singular also includes the plural unless it is
obvious that it is meant otherwise.

This detailed description is to be construed as exemplary
only and does not describe every possible embodiment, as
describing every possible embodiment would be impracti-
cal, if not impossible. One could implement numerous
alternate embodiments, using either current technology or
technology developed after the filing date of this application.

We claim:

1. A computer-implemented method for automatically
identifying vehicle collisions using sensor data, the method
executed by one or more processors programmed to perform
the method, the method comprising:

sensing, at one or more sensors communicatively coupled

to a portable computing device, information about the
portable computing device;

obtaining, at the one or more processors, sensor data from

the one or more sensors communicatively coupled to
the portable computing device, wherein a user of the
portable device is travelling in a vehicle;

obtaining, at the one or more processors, statistical data

indicative of a vehicle collision including one or more
sensor data characteristics which correspond to the
vehicle collision, wherein the one or more sensor data
characteristics includes a plurality of threshold sample
rate ranges at which acceleration is measured and a
different threshold acceleration corresponding to each
of the plurality of threshold sample rate ranges;
comparing, by the one or more processors, the obtained
sensor data from the one or more sensors to the
statistical data indicative of the vehicle collision includ-
ing:
identifying, by the one or more processors, one of the
plurality of threshold sample rate ranges correspond-
ing to a sample rate included in the obtained sensor
data; and
determining, by the one or more processors, whether an
acceleration included in the obtained sensor data
exceeds the threshold acceleration corresponding to
the identified threshold sample rate range; and
when the acceleration included in the obtained sensor data
exceeds the threshold acceleration corresponding to the
identified threshold sample rate range, determining, by
the one or more processors, that a collision has
occurred involving the vehicle based on the compari-
son.
2. The method of claim 1, further comprising:
causing, by the one or more processors, an emergency
notification to be transmitted to one or more emergency
contacts for the user.

3. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

causing, by the one or more processors, a collision request

to be displayed on the portable computing device
asking the user to verify that a wvehicle collision
occurred; and
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in response to receiving an indication from the user that
the collision occurred or when the user does not
respond within a predetermined amount of time, caus-
ing, by the one or more processors, an emergency
notification to be transmitted to emergency personnel,
wherein the emergency notification includes a location
of the user and at least some of the sensor data.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the obtained sensor
data is a first set of sensor data and wherein obtaining
statistical data indicative of a vehicle collision includes,
during a training period:

obtaining, at the one or more processors, a plurality of

second sets of sensor data, wherein at least one of the
plurality of second sets of sensor data corresponds to
the vehicle collision and wherein at least one of the
plurality of second sets of sensor data does not corre-
spond to the vehicle collision; and

determining, by the one or more processors, one or more

sensor data characteristics of the at least one second set
of sensor data which correspond to the vehicle colli-
sion.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the sensor data
includes at least one of speed data, position data, or rotation
data, and the one or more sensor data characteristics include
at least one of: a threshold change in speed or a threshold
rotation.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the one or more sensor
data characteristics includes a threshold change in speed and
when the acceleration included in the obtained sensor data
does not exceed the threshold acceleration:

determining, by the one or more processors, whether a

change in speed included in the obtained sensor data
exceeds the threshold change in speed; and

when the change in speed included in the obtained sensor

data exceeds the threshold change in speed, determin-
ing, by the one or more processors, whether a collision
has occurred involving the vehicle based on the accel-
eration and the change in speed.

7. The method of claim 6, wherein determining whether
a collision has occurred based on the acceleration and the
change in speed includes:

assigning, by the one or more processors, an acceleration

score based on the acceleration and the sample rate;
assigning, by the one or more processors, a speed score
based on the change in speed;

combining, by the one or more processors, the accelera-

tion score and the speed score into an overall collision
likelihood score;

determining, by the one or more processors, whether the

overall collision likelihood score exceeds a threshold
collision score; and

when the overall collision likelihood score exceeds the

threshold collision score, determining, by the one or
more processors, that a collision has occurred involving
the vehicle.

8. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

obtaining sensor data from a plurality of sets of sensors

corresponding to a plurality of portable computing
devices, wherein a plurality of users of the plurality of
portable computing devices are travelling in the
vehicle;

for each set of sensor data, comparing the obtained sensor

data to the statistical data indicative of the vehicle
collision; and

determining that a collision has occurred involving the

vehicle based on the comparison.
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9. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

determining, by the one or more processors, at least one

of (1) a severity of the vehicle collision or (ii) a type of
the vehicle collision based on the comparison of the
obtained sensor data to the statistical data.

10. A portable computing device for automatically iden-
tifying vehicle collisions using sensor data, the portable
computing device comprising:

one or more processors;

one or more sensors for receiving sensor data including at

least one of: acceleration data, speed data, position
data, or rotation data; and

a non-transitory computer-readable memory coupled to

the one or more processors, and the one or more
sensors, and storing thereon instructions that, when
executed by the one or more processors, cause the
portable computing device to:
obtain the sensor data from the one or more sensors,
wherein a user of the portable computing device is
travelling in a vehicle;
obtain statistical data indicative of a vehicle collision
including one or more sensor data characteristics
which correspond to the vehicle collision, wherein
the one or more sensor data characteristics includes
a plurality of threshold sample rate ranges at which
acceleration is measured and a different threshold
acceleration corresponding to each of the plurality of
threshold sample rate ranges;
compare the obtained sensor data from the one or more
sensors to the statistical data indicative of the vehicle
collision including:
identifying one of the plurality of threshold sample
rate ranges corresponding to a sample rate
included in the obtained sensor data; and
determining whether an acceleration included in the
obtained sensor data exceeds the threshold accel-
eration corresponding to the identified threshold
sample rate range; and
when the acceleration included in the obtained sensor
data exceeds the threshold acceleration correspond-
ing to the identified threshold sample rate range,
determine that a collision has occurred involving the
vehicle based on the comparison.

11. The portable computing device of claim 10, wherein
the instructions further cause the portable computing device
to transmit an emergency notification to one or more emer-
gency contacts for the user.

12. The portable computing device of claim 10, further
comprising a user interface, wherein the instructions further
cause the portable computing device to:

cause a collision request to be displayed on the user

interface asking the user to verify that a vehicle colli-
sion occurred; and

in response to receiving an indication from the user that

the collision occurred or when the user does not
respond within a predetermined amount of time, trans-
mit an emergency notification to emergency personnel,
wherein the emergency notification includes a location
of the user and at least some of the sensor data.

13. The portable computing device of claim 10, wherein
the obtained sensor data is a first set of sensor data and to
obtain statistical data indicative of a vehicle collision, the
instructions cause the portable computing device to, during
a training period:

obtain a plurality of second sets of sensor data, wherein at

least one of the plurality of second sets of sensor data
corresponds to the vehicle collision and wherein at least
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one of the plurality of second sets of sensor data does
not correspond to the vehicle collision; and

determine one or more sensor data characteristics of the at
least one second set of sensor data which correspond to
the vehicle collision.

14. The method of claim 10, wherein the one or more
sensor data characteristics include at least one of: a threshold
change in speed or a threshold rotation.

15. The portable computing device of claim 10, wherein
the one or more sensor data characteristics includes a
threshold change in speed and when the acceleration
included in the obtained sensor data does not exceed the
threshold acceleration, the instructions cause the portable
computing device to:

determine whether a change in speed included in the

obtained sensor data exceeds the threshold change in
speed; and

when the change in speed included in the obtained sensor

data exceeds the threshold change in speed, determine
whether a collision has occurred involving the vehicle
based on the acceleration and the change in speed.

16. The portable computing device of claim 15, wherein
to determine whether a collision has occurred based on the
acceleration and the change in speed, the instructions cause
the portable computing device to:

assign an acceleration score based on the acceleration and

the sample rate;

assign a speed score based on the change in speed;
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combine the acceleration score and the speed score into an
overall collision likelihood score;

determine whether the overall collision likelihood score
exceeds a threshold collision score; and

when the overall collision likelihood score exceeds the
threshold collision score, determine that a collision has
occurred involving the vehicle.

17. The portable computing device of claim 10, wherein

the instructions further cause the portable computing device

10 to:

obtain sensor data from a plurality of sets of sensors
corresponding to a plurality of portable computing
devices, wherein a plurality of users of the plurality of
portable computing devices are travelling in the
vehicle;

for each set of sensor data, compare the obtained sensor

data to the statistical data indicative of the vehicle
collision; and

determine that a collision has occurred involving the

vehicle based on the comparison.

18. The portable computing device of claim 10, wherein
the instructions further cause the portable computing device
to:

determine at least one of (i) a severity of the vehicle

collision or (ii) a type of the vehicle collision based on
the comparison of the obtained sensor data to the
statistical data.



